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fancy; for? besides the uncertainty with re-
gard to their true fathers, how many daughters
do we see resembling neither father nor mother?
Nevertheless, as you are so fond of having me

1 will agree to be so. Therefore^ that I
may have nobody to blame but myself, should it
happen amiss, I will make my own choice; and
1 protest, let me marry whom I will, that, unless
you show tier the respect that Is due to her as
my lady* you shall know, to your exist, how
grievous it Is to me to have taken a wife at
your request, contrary to my own inclination."
The honest men replied that they were well sat-
isfied, provided he would but make the trial.
Now he had taken a fancy, some time before,
to the behaviour of a poor country girl, who lived
in a village not far from his palace; and thinking
that he might live comfortably enough with her,
he determined, without seeking any farther to
marry her. Accordingly he sent for her father,
who was a very poor man, and acquainted him
with it. Afterwards he summoned all his sub-
jects together and said to them, "Gentlemen, it
was and is your desire that I take a wife: 1 do
it rather to please you, than out of any liking
I have to matrimony. You know that you prom-
ised me to be satisfied, and to pay her due honour^
whoever she is that I shall make choice of. The
time is BOW come when I shall fulfil my promise
to yoiiy and I expect you to do the like to me: